The  ability  to  discover,  develop,  and 
efficiently  utilize  resources  is  a  basic  re¬ 
quirement  for  a  civilization  with  a  high 
standard  of  living.  Our  past  dependence 
on  coal,  a  primary  geological  resource, 
has  generated  secondary  impacts  on  our 
environment  and  resources.  Most  of 
these  impacts  have  been  negative;  how¬ 
ever,  since  we  are  now  aware  of  the  long¬ 


term  environmental  effects  of  our  past 
extraction  policies  and  are  cognizant 
that  our  resources  are  finite,  efforts  are 
being  made  to  correct  the  damage  of 
past  policies.  But  the  lack  of  recognition 
of  the  resource  potential  of  the  unre¬ 
claimed  strip  mines  may  result  in  further 
environmental  degradation  and  the  prof¬ 
ligate  expenditure  of  energy  and  other 


resources  as  we  devote  large  sums  of 
money  ($7,000  to  $10,000  per  hectare) 
to  reclamation. 
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